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Why Student Action?

Background
Activist projects beyond the classgs




Challenge 1) Existing University systems

Students as consumers and customers
Knowledge as something that is transferred

Learning for employment in an unsustainable world

-

Research pressures on academics + ‘activism’
E considered outside of academia

5. Cost centres and departmental silos

| An alternative: Cemus,

~ | University of Uppsala

~ | Challenging existing systems
|- students as creators




Challenge 2) Student transience and
longevity of projects
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Challenge 3) Student ‘know how’ and
reputations
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Challenge 4) Different ways of working
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All activities are scheduled 1o begin at thes earliest start time.
B Completed work

B Wark to b completed




Opportunity 1) Working in partnership,
university, communities and other
organisations

* Need to work together
from the start

e Demonstrate students’
appetite for sustainability




e Students Unions as
Green Hubs in their
communities

e Help with transience +
know-how issues

being in a particular
town/city if you're
| not going to

|5 contribute to it?
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Opportunity 2) Sources of inspiration

e Students inspire staff

e Staff inspire students
e Different ways of engaging

e The curriculum
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Is activism a Is activism the ultimate
natural transformational

consequence of  learning experience?
SD teaching?




Opportunity 3) The ‘affective’ domain

e Limited focus on the affective domain and its use
in inspiring and empowering

* The role of reflection ACTIVE
HOPE
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But....the ‘dark
side’ of activism

* The ethics of working not with but through or on
students

 The blurring of the public and the private
SN
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. Many examples of students making big
ideas for change happen

e A real forum for inspiration and a deS|re for
more
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Thank you to...
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